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Summerfield was first known as Valley Creek, and there must 
have been a settlement there soon after 1819, Valley Creek Academy 
was established in 829; and in 1842 Centenary Institute was estab- 
lished and absorbed the older institution known ag Valley Creek Acad= 
eny, Centenary Institute was established here by the Methodists be~ 
cause the church at Valley Creek had contributed more than any other 
church in the conference to the Centenary cause, 

The name of the community was changed to Summerfield in 1845 
in honor of John Bre ri sine a famous Methodist preacher, and at the 
suggestion of the Board of Trustees of the Institute, who thought the 
name Valley Creek gave the impression of a low, unhealthy place, 

Summerfield had a maximum population of 700, and some form of 
municipal government, Sometimes between 1845 and 1865 there were as 
many as 500 students at the Centenary Institute (including primary 
pupils), 

My listing of the early families of Summerfield is not com= 
plete, but I have tried to include all of the families associated 
with the community during the period from its inception to the early 
1860's, Some lived elsewhere in the county, but came here or to the 
earlier structure at Childers! Chapel Cemetery; others lived on plan- 
tations surrounding the town; and some were actual: townspeople here 


in Summerfield, 
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Some families always associated with Summerfield came to the 
comunity after the early 1860's, and I am unable to include them in 
my paper since I am forced to limit it to some definite period. 

The John H, Blanton family, the Chisolms, the Peoples, and 
the Boswells come in this catezory, and there are dthers. I have also 
omitted the families who were temporarily associated with the Institute 
and whose descendants did not remain in Summerfield. I am including 
only early intermarriages between the families covered in this paper, 

The first list of families include those who came here before 
1840, Samuel Adams and his wife, Elizabeth, were here as early as 
1829 and were members of the Methodist Church, 

Thomas Williams Barker came from Richmond, Virginia, before 
1840,.and married Martha Elizabeth Sturdivant, of Summerfield, a 
daughter of Robert Sturdivant and his wife, Ann Norwood, 

Charles N, Biggs and his wife, Mary Jane, were here as early 
as 1837, and are listed in the records of the members of the Methodist 
Church, 

George Childers was from Washington County, Georgia, and his 
wife, Elizabeth Wimberley, was born in Edgefield, South Carolina, but 
came here from Jones County, Georgia, They arrived in 1819-20, His 
second wife,wae:Mrs, Emily W. Heard, of Summerfield. George Childers 
was one of the original Trustees of Valley Creek Academy, and gave the 


land to Childers Chapel. 
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Thornton Boykin Goldsby and his wife, Sara Warren Smith,were 
from Georgia, They came to Summerfield early (ca.1825), Edward Byrd 
King, a son of George Clark King of Summerfield, married their deugh- 
ter, Hlizabeth Ann, Mr. Goldsby owned a race track across from 
Childers Chapel; his horses were renowned on all the Southern race 


tracks, 


: Jehu Hale and his wife, Mary, were here in the 1820's, He 
was one of the original trustees of Valley Creek Academy, By 1835 
Mr. Hale had died, and his family had moved to DeSoto Parish, La, 

Benjamin I, Harrison was born in South Caroling, and came 
to Alabama in 1832, His first wife was Martha Childers, a daughter 
of George Childers and wife, Elizabeth Wimberley, of Summerfield, 
His second wife was Adaline H. Simmons, He was the first President 
of Centenary Institute ( temporarily). 

John Johnston came from Mecklenberg County, North Carolina, 
in 1838, with his wife Caroline Alexander, He had a large shop in 
Sumierfield where he employed several men, There he did the work 
of & blacksmith and manufactured farming implements, de developed 
a plow which became popular because of the particular sweep of the 
implement, His employees tried to duplicate this sweep in vain, 
Mr. Johnston refused to patent his plow. In later years a northern 


eoncern patented this plow, and still lists it as the Johnston Plow, 
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Henry Jordan settled here in 1819-20; he was born in 
Virginia, His first wife was Bessie Childers from washington 
County, Georgia, a sister of George Childers of Summerfield, His 
second wife was Sarah S§.Jordan. He was one of the original trustees 
of Valley Creek Academy. 

The Kenan family lived on the outermost fringe of the Summer- 
field Community, and were members of the Valley Creek Presbyterian 
Church, located at Vallegrande, now known as Valley Creek. Thomas 
Kenan was from Kenansville,Dublin County, North Carolina. He 
settled in Dallas County in 1833. His wife was Mary Rand of Raleigh 
North Carolina, 

George Clark King settled hcre in 1837; he was born in Bertie 
County, North Carolina. His wife was Elizabeth Downing Byrd from 
Wilmington, N.C. Mr. King was treasurer for the Trustees of Valley 
Creek Academy in 180. Their daughter, Sophia Clark King, married 
Robert Daniel Sturdivant, a son of Robert Sturdivant of Sumnc rfield. 

Around 1837, Dre Clement Billingslea M ore, a physician, came 
to Summerficld. He was born in Green County,Georgia. His wife was 
Jacqueline Louisa King, a daughter of George Clark King, of Summer-e 
field, 

Isaac Moore was an early settler from Bertie County, North 
eee His wife was Polly Jones from Pitch Landing, North 
Carolina. He was one of the original trustees of Vallcy Creek 
Academy. This couple had two sons, Lewis Jones Moore, who married 
Margaret E, Tate, a daughter of Caleb Tate of Summerfield, and 


James Franklin Moore, whose wife was Mary Herring, of Newnan,Ga. 
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James Norwood settled here before 1835 with his wife Hannah 
Boston, They were from Georgia, 

Christopher Osborn settled in the vicinity of Sum.erfield in 
1817. Hs was a member of the Valley Creek Presbyterian Church, and 
is associated generally with the community. His wife was Catherine 
Furr, and they both were from Mecklenberg,@ounty, North Carolina, 

Joab Pinson settled here in 1819-20; he was from Washington 
County, Georgia. His first wife was Leurenny Wimberley, who was a 
sister of George Childers! wife, Elizabeth, and was from Jones County, 
Georgia, His second wife was Caroline Matilda Dunn from Columbia, 
County, Georgia, He was one of the original trustees of Valley Creek 
Academy. 

Noel Pitts came here from North Carolina in 1833, His wife 
was Clarinda Dunn, He was a member of the Summeffield Methodist Church 
and one of the original trustees of Valley Creek Academy, 

John Shields settled here in 1819-20. His wife was Elizabeth 
Paulding, They both were from North Carolina, He was one of the origi-~ 
nal trustees of Valley Creek Academy, After his wife died, he moved 
with his family to what is now Martin's Station, 

Thomas Stone was here in the 1820!s; his wife was named Jemina, 
He was one of the original trustees of Valley Creek academy, 

Robert Sturdivant was born in Dinwiddie County,Virginia, He 
came to Summerfield early with his wife, Ann Norwood, a daughter of 
James Norwood of Summerfield. His second wife was Mrs, Harriet R. 


(Rembert ) Hollis. He was president of the first bank of Summerfield, 
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which was located in the brick building now owned by Henry Fuller 
and located across the street from Mr. Will Hudson's house, 

John Swift settled here in 1819-20; he was born in Georgia, 
His first wife was Betsey Stubblefield; his second wife was Susan 
Barton. A son by his first wife, Wiley Pope Swift, married Mary 


Mildred Chillers, a daughter of George Childers of Summerfield. 


Galeb Tate was born in Lynchburg, Virginia. He was married 
to Mary Middleton in Elbert County, Georgia; she was also born in 
Virginia, He came to Dallas County in 1819, He was one of the 
original trustees of Valley Creek academy, His son, Netherland 
Tate, married Caroline Porter Childers, a daughter of George Childers 
of Summerfield, 

John Karr Callen settled south of Summerfield in 1819-20, 
His wife, Nancy Kennedy; they were both from Mecklenberg County, 
North Carolina, They were members of the Valley Creek Presbyterian 
Church at Vallegrande, A son of this couple married a daughter of 
Thomas Helm Lee, Mary Jane Blanks was the widow of Thomas Helm 
Lee, and she was born in Cahaba when it was Mississippi Territory. 
Her husband was from Virginia. Mrs, Lee moved from Selma to 
Summerfield around 1860, and was matron of the girls at .«~ 
Centenary Institute, 

William Rutherford came early to this section from Georgia. 
His wife was Eleanor Pinson from near Opelika. He was one of the 
original trustees of Valley Creek Academy. 

The second group of families include those which came to 
Summerfield from 1840 to 1860. 
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Bishop James Osgood Andrew was born in Wilkes Cowmty, Georgia. 
He came to Summerfield around 1845. His first wife was Ann Amelia 
McFarland of Charleston, 5.C.e His second wife was thoucht to havve 
been a wicow Spencer. His third wife was Mrs. Emily W. Childers, 
widow of George Childers, of Summerfield. Bishop Andrew was Bishop 
of the Methodist Church anti the general conference of the Church 
in 1844. The northern delegates at the convention were agitating 
for his resignation because his wife owned slaves3 this was his 
second wifee The southern delegates persuaded him not to resign, 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church splite He became the first Senior | 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and remained in that 
position until his death, Bishop Andrew was an advocate of the 
ethodiet mission work among the slaves, was instrumental in persuading 
the conference to enter tunis field, 

Robert A, Baker was born in Tennessee, and came to Sumerfield 
before 1847. His first wife was Miss Lampkin, of Madison County; 
his second wife was Miss Mims of Summerfield. At one time he was 
President of the Centenary Institute Board of TrusteeSe 

Henry Brady, Sre, and his wife, Laura, came to Summerfield from 
France before 1860. He was a professor of music at Centenary. His 
wifets trips back to Paris are still recalled by their descendantse 
A son, Henry Brady, Jre, married a daughter of Netherland Tate, of 
Summerfields 

Mark Canning came from Ireland, and settled in Summerfield around 


1850. His wife was Sallie Dallas from Summerfield, 


ye 


















a ein Seoione ea , 
, spies nae “Qube cose ts 
ae Ae | ne 


srry ae ‘lee sine vis belt ehit 18 


gon tiel Beer <atbck | o Comin ee 1 gtrsd 7 


9 . = cilia i voit 






i ole da oo 









ta Se Y ae Ss Bet goa) SR its 
$4 2 rust 4 


a a Mad poe basse: Yo eyed bated? 


] 4 sek t 
¢ Ae ay 
es 
“(Baus me 





J tebe wo ‘eects 


' 
‘ vo 18 


ae ot ceo fe . ae 
aie 
pte cult sax @ fant war | 
< + a fae big ibe oa - a at ver, 
fh vebtiok iva be ai 






Lad 











Dr. Erasmus Ripley Childers, a physician, came to Summerfield in 
1840. He was born in Twiggs County Georgia. He was a nephew of 
George Childers and Mrs. Henry Jordan of Summerficld. His wife was 
Amanda Melvina Pinson, daughter of Joab and Caroline Pinson of 
Sumnerfield. 

Morgan Smith Cleveland was in the Summerficld vicinity in the 
1850's, His wife was Caroline Matilda Pinson, a daughter of Joab 
and Caroline Pinson of Summerfield. 

John J. Heard and hiswife Anne T. Heard were members of the 
Summerfield Methodist Church in the 180's, 

James A. Heard was a Methodist preacher in Summerfield in 1850. 

Dr. Robert Dandridge Jackson, a physician, was in Summerfield 
before 1860. His wife was Sarah Jane Mitchell, a daughter of Dre 
_Archelaus H. Mitchell and his wife, Jane A. Rochelle. There is . 
evidence of other Jacksons in the Summerfield area, 

Abner McGehee was a member of the Summerfield Methodist Church 
in 1852, and a trustee of Centenary Institute in 1866. Joseph 
McGehee owned land in this section in 182), 

Joseph Addison Mims and Mrs. Ann Ee Mims were membere of the 
Summerfield Methodist Church in the 1840's, David Mims and his wife, 
Sophia were also members of the Church during this period, Laura 
Mims probably a daughter of Joseph Addison Mims, married Seaborn 
Driver 

Dre Archelaus H. Mitchell was born in Georgia, and came to 


Summerfield in 1842 to take over presidency of Centenary Institute. 
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His first wife was Jane Ae Rochelle. His second wife was Fidelia 
Douglas who was born in Massachussetts. They met while she was 
teaching at Centenary Institute. A son by his second wife married 
a dauchter of Benjamin I. Haryison. Dr. Mitchell was President of 
the Institute until 1857, when he resigned. 

Je Te Montgomery came to Summerfield in 1857 to take over the 
presidency of the institute when Dr. Mitchell resigned. | 

John H. Montgomery and his wife, Mary I. were members of the 
Summerfield Methodist Church in the 18)01s. 

John Paulling and his wife Elizabeth lived in Summerfield in the 
18h0ts. 

George Pettibone came here around 180 from Hartford County, 
Connecticut, and was a member of the Methodist Churche 

Abijah Re Rembert, a physician, was in Summerfield by 1837, and 
his wife was Emily A. Hale, a daughter of John Hale of Summerfielde 
Hethad eed to DeSoto Parish, Louisiana in 1853, 

Dre Samuel Watkins Vaughan, was a physician, who came to Summerfield 
from Nayton, Marengo County, in 1850. He was born in Virginia, and 
his wife was Martha Turner from North Carolinas A son, Paul Turner ~ 
Vaughan, married Annie Elizabeth Golson, a daughter of Mrse Elizabeth 
McGraw Golson and ReVe LePeGolsone A daughter, Martha Virginia 
Vaughan, married Dre HeHeHudson, a physician in Summerfield in the 
1880!s» | 

MrsSo Emily Wingfield (Sims) Woolsey was born in Washington County, 


Georgiae She married Abraham iinthorne Woolsey who came 
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to Georgia from Connecticute After his death she moved with her 
three children to Mobiles; they moved to Summerfield in 186. Her 
son Benjamin Minthorne Woolsey married Lucinda Swift, a daughter of 
John swift of Summerfield. One of her daughters, Juliette HeWoolsey, 
married Louis Lafayette Sturdivant, a son of Robert Sturdivant of 
Summerfielde 
Mrs. Baily We (Sims) Woolsey married a Mr. Hearde After his 
death, she married George Childers, of Sumierfield, After his death, 
she married Bishop James 0. Andrew, 
The third listing includes those families which came to Summer= 
field in the early 1860's, 
Mrs. Susan Lee (Winfield) Daniel came to Summerfield from North 
Carolina as a widow to educate her ten childrene 
Mrs. Elizabeth (McGraw) Golson, the widow of Rev. Lewis Pe Golson, 
came to Summerfield about 1860 from Autauga County to educate her 
childrene 
Charles Strider came to Summerfield around 1860. He was a min = 
ister in the Methodist Church. His wife was Frances Freeman from 
Georgia; he was from :tandolph County, North Carolina. His son, 
Wiliiam H. Strider, married Georgia Johnston, a daughter of John 
Johnston of Summerfielde | 
In closing I will take some sentences from a book compiled 
by Judge Watkins M. Vaughan on the record of his father, Paul Turner 
Vaughan. These sentences appeared in the Selma Times of March 29, 
1916, and were written by Paul Turner Vaughan. After listing some 


of the Summerfield families, he says, "People who imagine that the early 
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settlers of this part of Alabama were rough and uneducated 
folk are greatly mistaken. Certainly it is not the case with 
the above mentioned families nor of that community from which 
I had moved in Marengo County. Most of the men had not carried 
as many books to school every morning as they do now, but most 
of them wer. college graduates and classical scholars, and had 
an old fashioned, substantial education in English, Mathematies, 
Moral Philosophy, and Latin and Greek, They had libraries of 
choice literature, I believe that every family mentioned above 
were members of the Methodist Church, In fact, the town was 
Methodiste There was one exception, Mr. Johnstons he was one of 
the best men I ever knew, even if he did belong to the Presbyterian 
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